Caring for the child and family with HIV disease.
Caring for children with HIV infection is a much more optimistic process than in the beginning of the epidemic. Antiretroviral therapies are available, and additional drugs are receiving approval from the US Food and Drug Administration. Cautious optimism must be tempered with an understanding that living with the disease is a complicated and daunting process for these children and their families. Although scientific knowledge and medical treatments are moving forward, the social and environmental uncertainties remain for families. Comprehensive care is a balance of health care services and supportive, community-based services offered in a compassionate manner.